PULITZER PRIZE WINNER: 2008, 2010, 2011 


MILWAUKEE œ 


JOURNAL 


™ SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2017 


Korean War 
soldier’s 
remains 
return home 
to Racine 


Baer’s unit was in Japan 
when invasion started 


Meg Jones Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


The son of a World War I veteran and 
brother of three World War II veterans, 
Donald L. Baer wanted to serve his 
country, so he joined the U.S. Army ata 
time when the world was at peace. 

He was 18 when he enlisted at a Rac- 
ine recruiting station in 1948 and ended 
up in Japan with the 24th Infantry Divi- 
sion as part of the post-war occupation- 
al forces. Baer’s company was assigned 
to guard an ammunition dump in Japan, 
which is what the unit was doing when 
North Korea invaded South Korea on 
June 25, 1950. 

Within days, Baer and 
the rest of the 24th Infan- 
try Division were rushed 
to Korea where the ill- 
equipped soldiers soon 
found themselves fight- 
ing a superior foe. A few 
weeks later, Baer and his 
company were in the 
South Korean city of Tae- 
jon defending the airport during a fierce 
battle. 

That’s the last time Baer was seen. 

He was at first declared missing and 
then presumed dead. His family back in 
Racine never knew what happened to 
their son and brother. 

His family now knows he was killed 
during the battle, his body left behind as 
U.S. forces retreated. His remains were 
discovered a few years later and buried 
in South Korea. Then they were repatri- 
ated to the U.S. and buried in a grave 
without a name in Hawaii’s Punchbowl. 

Through the efforts of his siblings 
who pressured the American govern- 
ment, Baer’s remains were identified re- 
cently. On Saturday, Baer will be buried 
in his hometown. 

It’s fitting that a guy who left his 
home to answer the call to duty will fi- 
nally be laid to rest under a marker with 
his name on Veterans Day. 

“I didn’t think it would ever happen in 
my lifetime,” said his sister, Janet Baril, 
70, of Marion, Ill. 

Baer was an easygoing young man 
with a broad smile who wanted to follow 
in the footsteps of his father and 
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“We’re going to take the world over when it comes to high-tech technology 


like we’re going to build ... right here in the state of Wisconsin.” 


Gov. Scott Walker 


Foxconn chair Terry Gou (left) and Gov. Scott Walker show the signed agreement that officially commits Foxconn to 
building a plant in Wisconsin. MICHAEL SEARS/MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


Walker signs historic 
contract with Foxconn 


Officials tout future 
world-class facility 


Rick Romell Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


RACINE - Gov. Scott Walker and 
Foxconn Technology Group Chairman 
Terry Gou signed off Friday on the big- 
gest development deal in Wisconsin 
history, inking a contract that provides 
a once-unimaginable level of state fi- 
nancial aid for a massive manufactur- 
ing complex that backers say will 
transform the state’s economy. 

Seated in front of an array of Amer- 
ican and Wisconsin flags in a sleek hall 
at the historic headquarters of S.C. 
Johnson & Son Inc., Walker and Gou, 
head of the $135 billion Taiwanese elec- 
tronics manufacturer, put their signa- 


tures on a deal that promises to put an 
immense liquid crystal display panel 
factory 0n1,000 acres a few miles west, 
in Mount Pleasant. 

In the case of Gou, who wore a white 
“Wisconn Valley” baseball cap and was 
given a FOXCONN license plate, it’s 
personal: The self-made multi-billion- 
aire is himself guaranteeing to pay as 
much as $500 million if Foxconn re- 
neges on its contractual pledges. 

For Walker, it likely will become a 
political marker the Republican gover- 
nor will point to as he embarks on a bid 
for a third term. 

And for some 300 government, busi- 
ness and education figures who 
watched video displays of Foxconn’s 
technology and rose several times in 
standing ovations, the signing had the 
air of a party. 

In the end, the event marked a major 


step — but not the final one — ina 
months-long effort dating to last 
spring, when Wisconsin began wooing 
Foxconn. 

“Just think about it,’ Walker said 
shortly before sitting down with Gou to 
sign the contract. “We're talking about 
things we talked about for years (but) 
we only dreamed of: 13,000 good-pay- 
ing, family-supporting jobs. That’s just 
the start. 

“We're going to take the world over 
when it comes to high-tech technology 
like we’re going to build ... right here in 
the state of Wisconsin,” he said. 

It’s a major bet for Walker. He fam- 
ously pledged Wisconsin would add 
250,000 jobs in his first term — a goal 
on which he fell well short. And critics 
of the Foxconn deal believe the state is 


See DEAL, Page 8A 


Epic Systems lets patients share records 


New feature allows 
access to key information 


Guy Boulton Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Patients whose medical records are 
stored using Epic Systems’ software 
soon will be able to share key medical 
information with any physician or other 
health care provider in the country, or 
even the world. 

All that’s needed is a smartphone 
with access to the internet. 

The feature will make it easier for 
physicians and others to get one-time 
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access to a patient’s key medical infor- 
mation, such as medications, health 
conditions, test results, allergies and in 
some cases physicians’ notes. 

The feature, called Share Every- 
where, will be available this month with 
an update of MyChart, Epic’s online 
portal that gives patients access to key 
information in their electronic health 
records. 

Using an app in MyChart, a patient 
will be able to get a one-time access 
code that enables a physician or other 
health care provider to read the pa- 
tient’s information in MyChart. 

“It could have an immediate impact,” 
said Dan Czech, director of market 
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Aldermen approve $1.5 billion budget, 
cuts to police eased, 3A 
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analysis at KLAS, a respected research 
firm. 

An emergency physician who wants 
to see a patient’s medications and med- 
ical conditions, for example, could use 
the Share Everywhere feature. 

The physician can only read the in- 
formation, not modify it, but can use the 
feature to send his or her notes to the 
patient’s primary care physician or an- 
other physician who sees the patient. 

The feature also could be useful for 
therapists, nursing home staff, home 
health workers and others who need 
quick access to a patient’s basic medical 
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BUCKS BACK IN THE 
WIN COLUMN SPORTS 


Milwaukee Bucks guard Malcolm 
Brogdon shoots against San Antonio 
Spurs forward LaMarcus Aldridge on 
Friday in San Antonio. The Bucks won 
in Eric Bledsoe’s debut, 94-87. 
BRENDAN MALONEY/USA TODAY SPORTS 
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